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NEWS RELEASE 
 
Issued: 1 October – for immediate release 
Our reference: A|D|S PR 2009 007 
 

A|D|S - A NEW POWER IN AEROSPACE, DEFENCE & SECURITY IS LAUNCHED 
 
A|D|S, the UK’s AeroSpace, Defence and Security trade body today (Thursday) formally begins 
operations following the merger of the Association of Police and Public Security Suppliers (APPSS), the 
Defence Manufacturers Association (DMA) and the Society of British Aerospace Companies (SBAC). 
 
A|D|S will be driven by the priorities and needs of its members.  The members will oversee operations 
through strong governance procedures and senior, world-renowned industry figures are at the forefront of 
this structure as follows: 
 

• President Alex Dorrian, Thales UK 
• Vice President Civil Aviation Tony Wood, Rolls-Royce 
• Vice President Defence Sandy Wilson, General Dynamics (UK) 
• Vice President Security Stephen Phipson, Smiths Detection 
• Vice President Space Richard Peckham, EADS Astrium 

 
Farnborough International, responsible for the world-renowned biennial Farnborough Airshow and the 
inaugural Bahrain International Airshow to take place in January 2010, will be a distinct brand within the 
A|D|S Group.  A|D|S will also maintain SBAC’s relationship with the relevant regional trade associations 
for the aerospace, defence and security sectors. 
 
Further information is available on the new A|D|S website, also launched today, at www.adsgroup.org.uk. 
 
Ian Godden, Chairman of A|D|S, said: 
 
“Today is an exciting time for the UK’s aerospace, defence and security industries.  Bringing together 
three strong trade associations, representing three successful sectors of our economy, will deliver greater 
benefits, stronger representation and higher-quality events and services to our members than ever 
before. 
 
“These sectors of the nation’s economy represent global success stories that employ hundreds of 
thousands of people across the country, delivering billions of pounds to our economy.  Securing the 
strength of these sectors for the future of our nation’s well-being is a key aim of A|D|S and is a task that 
everyone in the UK should support. 
 
“We are also very fortunate and delighted to be able to call on the expertise of such well-known UK 
industry figures as senior representatives of our members within our governance procedures.  Our 
members will be the driving force behind A|D|S and will guide us to serve their interests to the utmost.  
Harnessing their views via our governance procedures, overseen by our President and Vice Presidents, 
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will enable us to speak on behalf of the entire aerospace, defence and security industries that are a 
hugely successful part of our economy and high-tech services and manufacturing base.” 
 
ENDS 
 
For more information please contact: 
• Matthew Knowles, Head of Marketing & Communications, A|D|S 

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7091 4538 
Mobile: +44 (0) 07962 441313  
E-mail: matthew.knowles@sbac.co.uk 

• Samuel Jones, Communications Manager, A|D|S 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7091 4521 
E-mail: samuel.jones@sbac.co.uk 

 
A|D|S is also on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ADSgroupUK. 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 

1. A|D|S is the trade body advancing UK AeroSpace, Defence and Security industries with 
Farnborough International Limited as a wholly-owned subsidiary.  A|D|S also encompasses the 
British Aviation Group (BAG).  It is formed from the merger of the Association of Police and Public 
Security Suppliers (APPSS), the Defence Manufacturers Association (DMA) and the Society of 
British Aerospace Companies (SBAC). 

2. From 1 October 2009 the A|D|S website will be www.adsgroup.org.uk.  In the interim more 
information can be found at www.the-dma.org.uk, www.sbac.co.uk and www.dmaandsbac.com. 

3. The inaugural Bahrain International Airshow, in association with Farnborough International 
Limited, will take place from the 21 to the 23 of January 2010.  For more information please go to 
www.farnborough.com/Site/Content/bahrain/. 

4. The 2010 Farnborough International Airshow will take place between the 19 and 25 of July 2010.  
For more information please go to www.farnborough.com. 


